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***Special thanks to the folks who submitted items to publish.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, January 3, 7 p.m.--General Meeting

Location: Building C in the El Dorado County Government Center in Placerville.  Please attend this so you can sign up to help out with the Loon Lake Open House (Jan. 14 & 15).

Saturday, January 7, 2006--Winter Safety Skills Class (9 a.m.--4. p.m.)

In light of the excellent flatlander attendance last year when the event was held at the SMUD headquarters in Sacramento, this event will be held again in the Sacramento area.  The location is the Student Union at Sac State (California State University, Sacramento), a short drive off Highway 50.  The exact room will be posted on the front door of the Student Union.   Please help pass the word to interested parties ASAP.  We are late getting publicity out this year.

Topics include hypothermia, clothing, avalanche awareness, group dynamics, equipment for day hikes or overnights, and emergency shelters.  New members are expected to attend.

To reserve a seat, phone Herb Bolz at 530-848-7252 or email him at herbbolz@yahoo.com.  Be sure to leave your phone number and email address.

Sunday, January 8, 2006--New Member Monthly Ski Day 

The Patrol will have the monthly/new member ski day on January 8. We will meet at Safeway in Pollock Pines at 9:00AM and decide location depending on snow conditions and the interests of the group. As a reminder for new and old members, the monthly ski days are low-pressure events designed for all levels of skiers and snowshoers. Yes, a special welcome to members of the snowshoe persuasion, but you have to promise not to show up the skiers. (Though this event is usually held the first Saturday of each month, it will be held on a Sunday this time so as not to conflict with the Winter Safety Skills class (see above).

Saturday and Sunday, January 14 & 15, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.--

Loon Lake Open House

Volunteers are needed to put help put on this event.  Please plan to attend the General Meeting of Tuesday, January 3, so you can sign up to help.  Contact people are Monte and Julie Hendricks.  

The following is from the 2005 email notice:

Patrollers should bring their radios so can they lead tours and stay in contact.  New members are encouraged to sign on as co-leader of a tour, assisting a radio-equipped patroller.  Everyone should bring their lunch, water, etc.
Questions to think about between now and the January 3 General Meeting:

1. Are you coming to Loon Lake Saturday? Will you be staying overnight Saturday?  In the Patrol Room?  Upstairs?  If you are staying, what are you bringing for dinner?

2. Are you coming Sunday?  Will you be staying overnight Sunday?  In the

Patrol Room?  Upstairs?  

3. Can you volunteer to lead a tour or do something specific?  Specific needs include: leading ski or snowshoe tours; building snow shelters; demonstrating ski maintenance; avalanche beacon demonstrations; greeters, morning and afternoon, both days; help with the Saturday potluck dinner; bringing drinks, snacks or other refreshments for the attendees.

Anytime during January--Shop for Hawaiian shirts to use while working the Echo to Kirkwood race (race day is Saturday, March 11)

Sometimes, the weather on race day is so warm that the Patrol volunteers working the race decide to don colorful Hawaiian shirts.  However, since you are planning ahead, you should look for Hawaiian shirts made of materials that are consistent with the recommendations of the Winter Safety Skills class and that thus set a good example.  That is, choose synthetic or silk fabric, NOT COTTON.   Thrift stores are a wonderful source of very inexpensive synthetic or silk Hawaiian shirts.  You will likely see a lot of rayon shirts; one of those would be a good choice.

REPORTS ON THINGS THAT HAVE ALREADY HAPPENED

On the Hill Refresher

Saturday, December 10th the annual On the Hill Refresher was held with 11 EDNSP members and approximately 10 El Dorado County SAR members.  We met at the Pacific Ranger Station for a classroom session that included a very informative video on the hows and whys of beacons and beacon searching, then went into map and compass review by Matts.  The crew headed to Echo Summit for the field session, which included 3 separate stations covering Emergency Sled construction (Walter and Theresa proctors), Beacon Search (Grant and Mike M. proctors) and Ski Skills (Monte and Julie proctors).  Orienteering using map and compass were essential to finding each of the stations and gave everyone some needed practice using the old school way.   While the snow was a little sparse, there was enough on the ground to make cross-country travel possible but challenging.  SAR members said they had fun and learned a lot and appreciated the invitation to participate.  Thanks to Training Committee for putting on the event and thanks to Matts for coordinating the logistics! 

Patrol participates in Day-after-Thanksgiving Search--Tahoe Area

The Patrol participated in a search in South Lake Tahoe the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Three young men set out for a late season backpack trip in the Velma Lakes area of the Desolation Wilderness Area. Rainy weather prompted them to leave early, Friday, November 26.  Two members of the party left first, expecting the third member to catch up with them on the trail. He did not, however, and when the remaining two members reached the trailhead they eventually reported him missing. The weather had turned increasingly adverse with rain turning to snow and temperatures dropping to zero.

South Lake Tahoe SAR sent a search team in Friday evening into the Velma lakes area, with no success, and asked for help from other organizations to mount a more thorough search Saturday morning. A team of searchers met at 2:30AM Saturday morning and was briefed and ready to hit the trail Saturday morning. EDNSP provided two teams, which were on foot (hiking boots, plus ski poles for stability).  One (Team 5) headed by Monte Hendricks included Julie Hendricks, Jerry Plummer, Ken Kirk and Dale Kirk.  The other team (Team 7) headed by George Doty included Walt Thompson, Theresa Gilliland, Jon Stewart and Paul Stover. Rich Platt was liaison at the search headquarters and assisted the planning and assignment of search areas.

There are two approaches to the Velma Lakes—The Bay View trail and the Eagle Falls trail. Team 5 went up the Bay View trail and Team 7 went up the Eagle Falls trail. A South Lake Tahoe team had left earlier via Bay View trail. At the top of the ridge, the teams met, and were assigned separate search areas. A helicopter also was part of the search.

During the morning, intermittent cell phone contact was established with the lost hiker, and based on that, that the operations center assigned search areas. The missing hiker made his way down the Eagle Creek drainage, eventually seeing the trail made by the search parties. Once the trail was identified, the lost hiker made his way back to the trailhead by noon.

In debriefing the hiker, we discovered that when he went to catch up with his party, he went the wrong way on the trail. Eventually he realized his error, and thought he could regain time by taking a shortcut. This led however to losing contact with the trail and becoming confused on how to proceed. He spent the night Friday under a ledge, which offered some protection from the rain and snow, but had become wet and cold.  He unfortunately had worn cotton clothing, except for his hat.  He also had a down sleeping bag, which after getting wet, could not keep him warm.  His hiking partners had the tent.

Although contact was not made directly with the lost hiker, the search effort did enable him to find the path back to the trailhead. About six inches of snow covered the ground, which made the trail difficult to follow. The early teams marked the trail as they climbed, and made it possible for the lost hiker to spot the path out. He was a little hypothermic, and his hands and feet had suffered from the cold and during his descent down climbing cliffs and scree slopes. 

The search was well organized, and EDNSP made a significant contribution to what could have been a tragic outcome. As we all recall, a heavy snowstorm fell Sunday, which would have put the hiker in tremendous danger.

Patrol members Jerry Plummer, Theresa Gilliland, Jon Stillwell gained valuable experience in their first search that made it into the field. If other members are interested in participating in searches, you should be sure your willingness is indicated on the Patrol roster, which Herb maintains (herbbolz@yahoo.com) and that Rich Platt is aware of your interest.

**********************************************************************

BOARD MEMBERS for 2005-2006

Board members at large: Walt Thompson, Paul Stover, and Mark Stanley.

Chairman of the Board: Jeff Holm

President: Jon Stillwell

Vice-President Brent Carpenter

Treasurer: Deirdre Bodenhamer

Secretary: Herb Bolz

Forest Service Liaison: Rich Platt/Jeff Marsolais

COMMITTEES (each committee has a Board liaison)

This is the current list of committees, showing the Board liaison; members, if any; and Chair, if known.  Please submit additions and corrections to herbbolz@yahoo.com.  If you are interested in a committee, contact the Board liaison, chair, or a member.  Volunteers are welcome.

Equipment Committee--no sign ups, Board liaison is Brent Carpenter.
Handbook Committee--member=George Popov; Liaison is Jon Stillwell
Mechanized Committee--member=Walt Thompson; Liaison is Walt.
New Member Committee--members=Jerry Plummer, Walt Thompson, Kathy Rumble, Lynn Walthall; Liaison is Jon Stillwell.
Public Education Committee--members=David Rolloff, Paul Stover, Julie Hendricks, Monte Hendricks, Jerry Plummer; Liaison is Herb.
Publicity Committee--member=Paul Stover; Liaison is Paul.
Race Committee--members=Daniel Hansler, Jerry Plummer, Jeanne Reed, Walt Thompson (Chair), Paul Stover, Jeff Holm, Rob Blumental, Lynn Walthall; Liaisons, Walt and Mark Stanley.
Trails and Patrol Committee--Joanne Reed, Rob Blumenthal, Lynn Walthall; Liaison is Deirdre Bodenhamer.

Prepared by Herb Bolz, Secretary, Dec. 22, 2005.

(Please let me know if you spot any errors or omissions.)
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