
The National Forests are so much a part of 
our world, that we take their existence for 
granted. But in the early years of the twenti-
eth century, it was not at all clear that any 
land would be preserved for future genera-
tions. The development of the idea of conser-
vation and the development of the Forest 
Service happened together. The first chief of 
the Forest Service, Gifford Pinchot, was also 
one of the architects of conservation as a vi-
sion for the future, and a political movement.  
 
Our role as volunteers, and our mission of 
community service, is linked to the Eldorado 
National Forest, and we are part of that 
broader tradition of conservation, public ser-
vice, and the greater public good. This year 
we’d like to focus on celebrating with the 
Forest Service their 100 years of public ser-
vice, as well as celebrating our own history 
of public service. 
 
To kick off the season we’re planning to in-
vite our families and friends to view with us 
a movie of the history of the development of 

conservation and the Forest Service, “The 
Greatest Good: A Forest Service Centennial 
Film.”  Later in the season we’ ll be looking at 
our own history and our role as volunteers in 
the future. As we firm up our plans we’ ll be 
getting back to you with more details. 
 
In the meantime, as you’ ll read elsewhere, 
we have shortened the list of Committees 
who will meet once or twice this summer to 
plan our program this year. We’ ll be calling 
people based on their past interest. I hope 
you’ ll be able to spare time in the busy sum-
mer for one committee meeting. 
 
We have a new energized Board, and after 
our first meeting I think we all left excited 
about the potential for this year. I hope we 
can stimulate your interest and enthusiasm 
also. We’ ll be keeping you posted on our 
progress this summer. In the meantime, en-
joy the summer, and every once and awhile, 
spare a moment to think snow. 
 
Jerry Plummer, President EDNSP 
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